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MINUTES   
UAF FACULTY SENATE MEETING #195 

Monday, December 2, 2013 
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the Wood Center Carol Brown Ballroom 

 
I Call to Order – David Valentine 
  A. Roll Call 

Faculty Senate Members Present: Present – continued:
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David provided an update about the proposed merger of the Cooperative Extension Service (CES) and 
the School of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences (SNRAS).  The merger committee met a lot 
during the fall semester and has prepared a report for the Provost of its recommendations concerning the 
administrative structure of the merger.  Donie Bret-Harte represented Faculty Senate on that committee, 
and David was also a member since he is a faculty member of SNRAS.  The Provost is still considering 
the report and will soon make her decisions about the administrative structure of the merger.   
 
David mentioned the possible modification to the education benefit (employee tuition waiver) which 
was brought up at the last Board of Regents meeting.  It was proposed to cut the tuition waiver benefit in 
half.  The proposal failed by a tie vote at that last meeting.  This is a potential loss for all UA employees 
in the system.  David encouraged all employees to take the system survey that was sent out via email, 
and let their voices be heard.  Opportunity for public comment at the December BOR meeting was 
mentioned. 
 
It has been brought to David’s attention that there are problems associated with purchasing replacement 
equipment for laboratories because there is no established system for doing so.  The Research Advisory 
Committee has been asked to look at developing a system for not only pursuing major research 
infrastructure, but also for replacing mid-level equipment in the price range of $20,000 to $100,000.  
These types of costs are difficult to include in research proposals. 
 
David noted the late deadline this semester 
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Falk H. says in his experience with transfer students, the big question concerns distance and eLearning 
courses and how they transfer in (or don’t).  Rainer disagreed that the type of course was the problem – 
a course either has the needed characteristics specified in the standards for transferring (e.g., type of 
history course: American or World), or, it doesn’t.   
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would not be reaching facilities to support things like improvements to buildings.  The Chancellor 
responded that a unit can choose not to offer eLearning courses.  The change that’s been made makes it 
a departmental decision as to where the workload goes. There is not a direct relationship to light 
switches per se, but there is to technology support overall. 
 
Cecile stressed that eLearning support goes beyond distance courses.  They offer technical support with 
incorporating technology in the classroom, but that does not automatically mean 40% goes to eLearning.  
Chris said their philosophy is to support classes of all kinds, not just online courses.  If faculty have use 
or need for technology in the classroom, they are here to support them. 
 
Falk H. made an observation about student course evaluation scores and the tenure process.  He thinks 
we’re experiencing a lack of culture in the tenure process and in the departmental evaluations to deal 
with eLearning in certain ways.  He appreciated Chris being here today, but huge cultural hindrances 
have been his own experience.  Chris responded they’ve been working hard to provide the data for 
departments, but what the departments end up doing with that data is part of the issue and there’s a lot of 
progress that needs to be made still. 
 
VII  BREAK at 2:30 PM 
 
VIII  New Business 
 A. Motion to amend English Placement Policy, submitted by Student  Academic   
  Development and Achievement Committee and Curricular Affairs Committee   
  (Attachment 195/2)  
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A vote was taken on the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
 
 B. Resolution in Response to the Shaping Alaska’s Future Draft Document,  
   submitted by the Administrative Committee (Attachment 195/3) 
 
David gave some of the current background of the Shaping Alaska’s Future (SAF) draft document and 
the feedback received from the faculty.  The resolution before them today is the formal feedback of this 
Faculty Senate about how to move forward with the document.  He summarized the “whereas” 
statements of the resolution.  The resolution recommends three things:  1.) that there be a new revised 
SAF document published for comment prior to March 15; and 2.) that faculty of every UA institution be 
given meaningful opportunity to review and provide feedback to the draft; and 3.) the target date for 
completing the final document be delayed until the June 2014 BOR meeting. 
 
Anna B. asked if another draft is coming out in December
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ATTACHMENT 195/1 
UAF Faculty Senate #195, December 2, 2013 
Submitted by Curricular Affairs Committee 
 

DRAFT Motion to Revise Non -UA Transfer of Courses 
Motion:  To allow the UA Board of Regents’ definition of general education requirements (R10.04.040) to be applied when determining which 
transfer courses may be used to meet UAF’s core requirements. 
 
Rationale:  
 
Students transferring to UAF without an AA, AS, or a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution do not receive core waivers and 
their transfer courses are evaluated on a course-by-course basis using the Non-UA Table of Substitutions (page 37 of the 2013-2014 UAF 
catalog).  This results in many students receiving very little credit which will meet UAF core requirements. Currently, these same students can 
apply to UAA, have an evaluation of transfer credit done and be closer to completing UAA’s general education requirements (GER) than they are 
to completing UAF’s core.  Once they have met UAA’s GER they can then transfer back to UAF, request a UA GER waiver to meet UAF’s core 
requirement (per BOR Policy P10.04.062, Section B) and be considered to have met the core education requirements at UAF.  This motion seeks 
to avoid the unintended inconsistency between BOR policy which was meant to allow easy transfer of general education requirements between 
UA universities, and UAF’s tightening in 2006 of core transfer guidelines in order to protect core standards.  This motion also seeks to make it 
possible for transfer students, who have taken general education classes in good faith at other institutions, to receive a more liberal review of 
these transfer courses, based on the BOR definition of general education requirements. 
 
 
R10.04.040.  General Education Requirements. 

 A. Categories for the Common Core of General Education Requirements for Baccalaureate Degrees 
 5.Humanities  :Courses that fulfill this requirement are those that provide the student with an introduction to the visual arts and performing arts as academic 

disciplines as opposed to those that emphasize acquisition of skills. General humanities courses introduce the student to the humanistic fields of language, arts, 
literature, history, and philosophy within the context of their traditions. 

 6. Social Sciences :Courses that fulfill this requirement are broad survey courses which provide the student with exposure to the theory, methods, and data of the 
social sciences. 

 B.Credit Distribution for the Common Core of the General Education Requirements for Baccalaureate Degrees 
 

Written Communication Skills 6 credits minimum 
Oral Communication Skills 3 credits minimum 
Humanities/Social Sciences 15 credits minimum 

  at least 3 credits in the arts 
  at least 3 credits in general humanities 
  at least 6 credits in the social sciences, from 2 different disciplines 

Quantitative Skills/Natural Sciences 10 credits minimum 
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Current Non- UA Table of Substitutions, from 2013- 14 UAF Catalog  - 
http://www.uaf.edu/catalog/current/admissions/transfer_placement_chart3.html  
Found on p. 37 of the paper 2013 -14 UAF Catalog  
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PROPOSED REVISION to Non -UA Table of Substitutions    NOTE: 
�x HIST F100X, ECON/PS F100X, ANTH/SOC F100X fall into the category of Social Sciences under BOR definition of General Education 

Requirements 
�x ART/MUS/THR F200X fall into the category of the Arts under BOR definition of General Education Requirements 
�x ENGL/FL F200X fall into the category of the Humanities under BOR definition of General Education Requirements 

 

TABLE OF SUBSTITUTIONS: NON-UA INSTITUTIONS 

This table describes courses accepted by transfer to UAF, from institutions outside the University of Alaska system, which ma y substitute for UAF's core curriculum. 
Students transferring from either UAA or UAS should consult UA System 2012 - 2013 Table of Substitutions, or visit www.uaf.edu/admissions/undergrad/transfer/ . 

Core Curriculum Courses  Transfer Courses 

MATH F107X--
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REQUIRED FOR A DEGREE PROGRAM ARE NOT EXEMPT FROM TAKING THAT 
REQUIRED COURSE. [[Students need English placement at ENGL F111X or above (including 
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Students who have limited access or limited experience with the internet should contact the department 
of mathematics and statistics or the department of developmental education for assistance.  
 
Page 44 of the 2013-14 Catalog: 
 
PLACEMENT TESTS 
 
Test results are required for first-
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lower division core courses must have completed any prerequisite courses within two calendar years of 
their enrollment. Academic advisors will assist with proper course placement for incoming and 
continuing students. 
 
Students who enroll in a developmental or core course without meeting placement or prerequisite 
requirements may be withdrawn from the course through the faculty-initiated withdrawal process. 
 
 [[ENGLISH]] WRITING/READING 
Mathematics course placement varies according to the type of degree the student is planning to pursue 
and the corresponding math course(s) needed. (See the degree program requirements for more detail.) 
[[ACT Plus Writing, SAT, ACCUPLACER, ASSET, or COMPASS test scores are]] THE UAF 
MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT TEST IS  used to determine math placement. Minimum test scores for 
placement into math and developmental math courses are listed in Table 2.  
 
STUDENTS WHO HAVE LIMITED ACCESS OR LIMITED EXPERIENCE WITH THE 
INTERNETSHOULD CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS 
OR THE DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENTAL EDUCATION FOR ASSISTANCE.  
 
[TABLE 2 TO BE CHANGED TO REFLECT POLICY CHANGE.] 
 
Page 44 of the 2013-14 Catalog: 
 
PLACEMENT TESTS 
 
Test results are required for first-time degree or certificate students, transfer students with fewer than 
30 acceptable credits, or students planning to take 100-level English, reading, mathematics, natural 
sciences core and perspectives on the human condition core courses. Results from American College 
Testing Program (ACT) or the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or, for associate degree or certificate 
students, the ASSET, ACCUPLACER or COMPASS test must be on file with the Office of Admissions 
and the Registrar before you can register for classes. RESULTS OF THE UAF MATHEMATICS 
PLACEMENT TEST MUST BE ON FILE WITH THE OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND THE 
REGISTRAR OR THE LOCAL REGIONAL CAMPUS REGISTRAR’S OFFICE BEFORE YOU CAN 
REGISTER FOR DEVM OR MATH CLASSES.   A hold may be placed on your ability to register if you 
have not submitted required test scores. 
 
Test results for English and composition must be less than two years old; for math, less than [[one year 
old]] EIGHTEEN MONTHS.  (Aligned??) 
 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
Note: Registrar’s Office will also need to update applicable sections including (for example): “Applying 
for Admission: Certificate or Associate Degree Programs”; “Applying for Admission: Bachelor’s Degree 
Programs.” 
 
4.  As a follow -up to these  changes, we discussed a global removal of 'or instructor 
permission' from all except 6xx courses.  Most agreed that this was a logical approach 
combined with the indication that instructors could waive prerequisites as indicated in 
the motion above.  
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2. How are non-Senate members elected or appointed? Can a non-Senator chair the committee? 
3. Do we need a paragraph on conveners for the first meeting? 

" STANDING  

1.  The Curricular Affairs Committee will deal with curricular and academic policy changes on all levels except the 
graduate level.  In addition to the non -voting  
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ATTACHMENT 195/5 
UAF Faculty Senate #195, December 2, 2013 
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�x The committee would like to formalize a requirement for future unit criteria proposals to 
include a clear statement of the extent of faculty involvement in developing the proposals. 
(That is, a statement making it clear that these proposed criteria were reviewed and 
approved by a majority of the covered faculty.) In this case the cover email to the Unit 
Criteria Committee Chair did provide adequate clarification. 

�x It was noted that discipline specific additions to the unit criteria do not necessarily equate 
to additional performance expectations. The sense of the committee was that added 
language often works simply to clarify expectations, rather than increase them. 

�x The current proposal makes not significant changes to existing criteria – which have been 
approved previously. 

 
The committee unanimously approved recommending the Communication criteria to the full 
Faculty Senate, with no suggested modifications. 
 

 
 

III.  Anthropology unit criteria.  
 

�x The current proposal makes not significant changes to existing criteria – which have been 
approved previously. 

�x It is noted these criteria include statements clarifying the roles and expectations for 
curators. This is appropriate. 

�x Once again, the covering email did provide an adequate statement indicating that the 
proposed criteria had been reviewed and approved by the Anthropology faculty. 

 
The committee unanimously approved recommending the Anthropology criteria to the full Faculty 
Senate, with no suggested modifications. 

 
 

IV. Other Discussion.  
 

It was noted that we have received NEW criteria from the Music Department, to be 
reviewed when we meet two weeks from now. 
Question:  (Debu) Can we ask the Music Department chair (or other representative) to 
attend our next meeting, for clarification purposes.  
Answer:  This request has already been made. 
 

V. Motion to Adjourn.  
 

Passed unanimously. 
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ATTACHMENT 195/6 
UAF Faculty Senate #195, December 2, 2013 
Submitted by the Committee on the Status of Women 
 
Committee on the Status of Women,  
Minutes Wednesday, November 13, 2013; 9:15 am to 10:15 am pm, Gruening 718 
 
Members Present: Amy Barnsley, Jane Weber, Ellen Lopez, Megan McPhee, Kayt Sunwood 
Jenny Liu, Diana Di Stefano, Mary Ehrlander 
Members absent: Derek Sikes, Michelle Bartlett, Shawn Russell, Nilima Hullavarad  
 
1. Conversation Cafes  
 One in spring and one in the fall, do it with invitations. Fall Womens Faculty Luncheon. Spring: 
do a two hour conversation café. Each of us bring suggested topics of interest. Paper invitations? Wood 
Center Ball Room. Kayt can get printing of invitations. Tea, water, cookies. Kayt can help waiver. Half 
hour each table. Jane and Kayt will work with picking a date. Late February. Only women faculty? See 
purpose statement of committee. 
 
2. Women’s Center Advisory Board 
 Will meet December 5.   
 
3. Promotion & Tenure Workshop Panel and next Luncheon Speaker 
 For the next meeting: brainstorm who could be on the panel. P&T is scheduled April 25. Jane 
will double check. More faculty centered. Less administrator. There is overlap between this workshop 
and the provost’s workshop. Speed dating format? More hands on sharing. Is this efficient for time? 
Build time into the panel for Q&A with individual panelists.  
 
4. Gender Justice Week- November 13-15 
 7pm tonight movie: Pussy Riot: A Punk Prayer, a documentary. Might be rescheduled. 
 1-2pm Thursday: The B-word Dialogues: Student led discussion on word choice 
 Our support would be greatly appreciated.   
 
5. Revising Faculty Senate Bylaws on Committees 
 Is this a good description? 9 people. Two of which will be a senator. Should we change the 
bylaws? We agree that one senator will suffice. Jane will draft change the bylaws. “The purpose of the 
Committee on the Status of Women is to monitor the status of women faculty at UAF and to work 
proactively for gender equity.”  Possibly add wording like “providing a venue for networking,  
collaboration….advocacy…visioning… opportunities for women faculty”. Do we want to do an annual 
report card? Jane does produce and will send end of year summary to all of us.  Kayt’s title is Women’s 
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ATTACHMENT 195/8 
UAF Faculty Senate #195, December 2, 2013 
Submitted by the Faculty Development, Assessment and Improvement Committee 
 
 
UAF Faculty Development, Assessment and Improvement Committee 
Meeting Minutes for October 28, 2013 
 
I. Franz Meyer called the meeting to order at 2:02 pm. 
 
II. Roll call: 
 
Present: Bill Barnes, Mike Davis, Cindy Fabbri, David Fazzino, Andrea Ferrante, Kelly Houlton, Eric 
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