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YOUR DRINKING WATER 

We are pleased to present this year's Annual Water Quality Report (Consumer 

Confidence Report) as required by the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). This 

report is designed to provide details about where your water comes from, what 

it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies. This 

report is a snapshot of  UAF’s 2015 water quality.   

UAF conducted over 150 tests for several contaminants during 2015. 7Å ÍÅÔ 

ÁÌÌ %0!Ⱦ!$%# ÓÁÍÐÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÏÒÙ ÌÉÍÉÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ (!!υ 

ÁÎÄ 44(-Ȣ  The results of this testing are provided in the  Water Quality 

Data Table. 

For information about our drinking water, please visit  the ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾ

×××ȢÕÁÆȢÅÄÕȾÆÓȾÄÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔÓȾÕÔÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȾ×ÁÔÅÒ-ÐÌÁÎÔȾ  For questions re-

garding this report, please contact Scott Bell, Vice Chancellor of Facilities Ser-

vices at 907-474-7000 or ÄÉÓÐÁÔÃÈͽÆÓȢÕÁÆȢÅÄÕȢ 

WHERE DOES MY DRINKING WATER COME FROM? 

The University of Alaska Fairbanks water system was supplied by ground wa-

ter.  Four wells provided all the water used in the treatment process.  These 

wells are sealed and secured to eliminate the possibility of contamination from 

outside sources.   On April 8, 2016 College Utilities Corporation began provid-

ing UAF with 100% its drinking water supply.  For information on College Utili-

ties water quality, please  view  their report at ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾ×××ȢÁË×ÁÔÅÒȢÃÏÍȾÐÄÆȾ

ÃÕÃ-ÃÃÒȢÐÄÆ . 

 

Water Data  for 

2015 

http://www.uaf.edu/fs/departments/utilities/water-plant/
http://www.uaf.edu/fs/departments/utilities/water-plant/
mailto:dispatch@fs.uaf.edu
http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf
http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf


 

READING THE  DATA TABLE 

In this table you will find 

terms and abbreviations that 

might not be familiar to you.  

To help we have provided 

the following information: 

 
Page 7— Abbreviations  

Page 7— Definitions  

 

Additional Information on: 

Page 6— Secondary Contam-
inants 

Page 5— TTHMs and HAA5 
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In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA pre-

scribes regulations which limit the amount of contaminants 

in water provided by public water systems. The tables on 

pages 3 and 6 list the drinking water contaminants that 

were detected. Although many more contaminants were 

tested, only those substances listed in these tables were 

found in your water.  

All sources of drinking water contain some naturally occur-

ring contaminants. At low levels, these substances are gen-

erally not harmful in our drinking water. Removing all con-

taminants would be extremely expensive, and in most cases, 

would not provide increased protection of public health. 

The EPA or the State requires us to monitor for certain con-

taminants less than once per year because the concentra-

tions of these contaminants do not vary significantly from 

year to year, or the system is not considered vulnerable to 

this type of contamination. Samples for this report were 

taken in 2014 and 2015.  Sample requirements 

vary for different contaminants, therefore 

some of the samples were taken last year.  See  

the sampling cycle for the 2014 samples in the  

data table on the next page. 

WATER QUALITY DATA TABLE INFORMATION 

3/52#% 7!4%2 !33%33-%.4 !.$ )43 !6!),!"),)49 

The ADEC has compiled a Source Water Assessment of our source of public drinking water. This assessment 

has defined an area around our wells that is critical to the preservation of the quality of our drinking water. 

Within this area they have identified potential and existing sources of contamination. Based on the infor-

mation gathered, ADEC has determined the overall vulnerability of our wells to contamination. The assess-

ment is available at the following locations: Rasmuson Library, UAF Power Plant, and the Fairbanks North 

Star Borough Library . 
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ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÅÎÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȟ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔÓȟ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÐÏÌÁÒ .ÏÒÔÈ 

ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅÓȢ  5!& ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÅÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȟ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅÓ 

ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÏÒ ÌÉÆÅÌÏÎÇ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÅÅÒÓȢ 
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UAF WATER QUALITY DATA TABLE 

Contaminant 

MCLG 
or 

MRDLG 
MCL, TT, 
or MRLD



http://water.usgs.gov/edu/groundwater-contaminants.html
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/groundwater-contaminants.html
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To protect drinking water from disease-causing organ-

isms or pathogens, UAF adds chlorine as a disinfectant to 

the campus drinking water.  Trihalomethanes (TTHMs)  

and haloacetic acids (HAA5) form in drinking water 

when chlorine, which is used to disinfect drinking water, 

reacts with natural organic material in the water. It’s 

common for drinking water that is disinfected with chlo-

rine, like ours, to contain some trihalomethanes.  

The Environmental Protection Agency sets limits on how 

much TTHM and HAA5 can be in drinking water based 

on a 4 quarter average called a locational running  annu-

al average (LRAA).  For 2015, UAF did exceed the LRAA 

for TTHM for all 4 quarters of 2015 and HAA5 for 2 quar-

ters .  Notification was provided by e-

https://safewater.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/201454937
https://safewater.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/201454937
https://safewater.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/201454937
http://www.uaf.edu/fs/
http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead


 6 

3ÅÃÏÎÄÁÒÙ #ÏÎÔÁÍÉÎÁÎÔÓ 

EPA has established National Secondary Drinking Water Regulations 

(NSDWRs) that set non-mandatory water quality standards for 15 contami-

nants (secondary contaminants). EPA does not enforce these "secondary max-

imum contaminant levels" or "SMCLs." They are established only as guidelines 

to assist public water systems in managing their drinking water for aesthetic 

considerations, such as taste, color and odor. These contaminants are not con-

sidered to present a risk to human health at the SMCL.  See table below for 

UAF’s sampling for secondary contaminants.   Only manganese exceeds this 

aesthetic consideration, which may cause discoloring of the water, staining 

and effect taste.  For more information on these contaminants visit:  

ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾ×ÁÔÅÒȢÅÐÁȢÇÏÖȾÄÒÉÎËȾÃÏÎÔÁÍÉÎÁÎÔÓȾÓÅÃÏÎÄÁÒÙÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓȢÃÆÍ  

7ÁÔÅÒ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ—3ÅÃÏÎÄÁÒÙ #ÏÎÔÁÍÉÎÁÎÔÓ 
Secondary 
Contami-

nants MCLG SMCL 
Your  

Water UAF Range 
Sample 

Date  
Exceeds 

SMCL Effects above SMCL 

        Low High       

Iron (ppm) 0 0.3 0.051 0.023 0.127 2015 No 
Rusty color; sediment; metallic 
taste; reddish or orange staining 

http://water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/secondarystandards.cfm
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Abbreviations Definitions 

ADEC 
Alaska Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation 

N/A 

AL 
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Scott Bell, Associate Vice Chancellor of Facilities Services   907-474-7000 

15%34)/.3 !"/54  (%!,4( %&&%#43 

Safe Drinking Water Hotline       800-426-4791 
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UAF TTHM and HAA5 Exceedances   http://www.uaf.edu/fs/ 

UAF Water Plant Website  http://www.uaf.edu/fs/departments/utilities/water-plant/ 

College Utilities   http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf 

 

EPA Information on Lead                https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/

basic-information-about-

- 

http://www.uaf.edu/fs/
http://www.uaf.edu/fs/departments/utilities/water-plant/
http://www.akwater.com/pdf/cuc-ccr.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/secondary-drinking-water-standards-guidance-nuisance-chemicals
https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/secondary-drinking-water-standards-guidance-nuisance-chemicals
https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/secondary-drinking-water-standards-guidance-nuisance-chemicals
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/groundwater-contaminants.html
http://water.usgs.gov/edu/groundwater-contaminants.html

