


the home and at least 15 feet from any hang-
ing limbs.

 ▶ Keep roofs and gutters clean.
 ▶ Reduce the density of the surrounding forest.

Look at your house. What else can you do to protect 
it?

 ▶ If you are building or remodeling, think about 
�re protection. Use �re-resistant or noncom-
bustible materials on the roof, and/or treat 
combustible materials, such as decks, siding 
and trim, with �re-retardant chemicals.

 ▶ Design your yard with �re protection in mind 
and plant �re-resistant trees and shrubs.

 ▶ Keep a rake, ax, handsaw or chainsaw, bucket, 
shovel and ladder handy.

 ▶ Maintain an outside water source. If you don’t 
have a well, a water storage container with a 
pump and a hose could save your home.

 ▶ If you do have a well, be sure to have properly 
installed auxiliary wiring running from the 
switch box with a proper plug that can �t a 
220v outlet on a portable generator (which 
should be able to handle the proper wattage 
for the operation.)

 ▶ Have a garden hose with a "Y" junction and 
multiple pieces long enough to reach any part 
of the house or other structures. Make sure 
that you have a proper �tting sprinkler distri-
bution apparatus which will attach securely to 
the "Y' junction and multiple hose ends.

No matter how well prepared you are, wild�res can 
still overwhelm an area, so be sure you have a plan 
to evacuate when necessary.

 ▶ Post emergency phone numbers in a common 
area of the house.

 ▶ Clearly identify your home and make sure 
there is good access.

 ▶ Have an evacuation plan with several escape 
routes and practice it with your family. 

 ▶ Put together an emergency kit with supplies 
(food, water, �rst aid, clothing, radio, valu-
ables, important documents, etc.) in case you 
have to evacuate.

�ere are many good resources available to help you 
prepare for a wild�re. �e Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources Division of Forestry has a com-
prehensive booklet, Firewise Alaska, that tells how 
to maintain defensible space, modify your home 
for �re protection, landscape for �re protection and 
provide an e�ective water supply, and what to do 
when faced with a wild�re.

Sources
Alaska Division of Forestry: forestry.alaska.gov
FEMA: https://www.fema.gov/disaster/wild�re-
actions
Firewise Alaska: https://forestry.alaska.gov/Assets/
pdfs/home/�rewise09.pdf
Wild�res: ready.gov/wild�res
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